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September, 
Unified Year 
1925... 


The Principality 
...and entered ws i aX. of Dacia ordered a 
the Empire’s ry p> ene. . % general mobilization 
territory with > s of its arm ’ Jor the 
three divisions ‘ Just cause of retaking 
in a cross-border 
operation. 


The Empire was 
The advance was still at war with 
encouraged by a ue ...and the Francois. [ the Regadonia 
third country with —az=x] Republic on the Entente Alliance 
intelligence that said Rhine in the east. in Norden to the 
the Empire must north... 
have been exhausted. 
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They 





had not — had been 
yet officially careful, 
been formed. as the 
None of battalion... 
the foreign 
intelligence 


agencies even 
knew of its 
true nature. 


spurred on 
by either 

God or the 
devil, its 

liming and 
military 
power... 


...look the 


leaders of the 

Dacian Army 

completely by 
surprise. 





But things 
did not go as 
expected. 
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SSA 
The geniuses \X 
of the Imperial 
General Staff 
caught wind of 
‘ the movements 
\N before the fact... 


of; 


The 203" 
Aerial Mage 
Battalion swiftly 
moved across the 
Dacian border... 
























AERIAL MAGE 
BATTALION 

SUCCESSFULLY cpocriep 
INVADED THE 
SKY OVER 

THE CAPITAL 
AND BLEW 


UP AN ARMS } 
FACTORY. Zs 


I HEARD \ 
THAT THE ONE 

WHO TIPPED 

OFF THEIR 


THAT 
MIGH 


COLONEL 
LERGEN. Rene Une 

































OPPOS/NG 
YOUR 
SUPERIOR 
FOR MY 
SAKE...? 
THANK YOU, 
COLONEL 


EVERYONE 
HYPES THIS 
UP TOO 
MUCH, I'LL 
BE ON THE 
FRONT LINES 
FOREVER!! 














MADE THAT 
WARMONGER 
INTO A 
HERO, OUR 
COUNTRY 
WOULD BE 










OF HAVING 
THEM HOLD 
A PARADE 
TO BOOST 
MORALE... 









7O DELIVER MY 
GREETINGS... 




















BREAKING 





















THROUGH 
THE ENEMY 
FRONT LINE 
WITH A SINGLE 
ur pitnnteldenied _— =, ATTACKING 
KIND OF TO EVEN COME- MILITARY 






FACE DIO UP WITH THAT CILITIES IN 
SHE HAVE IDEA... | Y @ THE CAPITAL! ? 
WHILE 
EXECUTING 
THIS. ..? 
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I HEARD. 
NICE WORK, 
MAJOR 
DEGURECHAFF. 


RETURNING 
SOON. I'LL 
TAKE YOUR 
REPORT 
THEN, BUT... 


WAS QUITE 
IMPRESSIVE 
AND NOTHING 
SHORT OF 
WHAT AERIAL 






I 
APPRECIATE 
YOUR 
CONCERN... 


COLONEL 


VON 
LERGEN. 





AS 
OF TODAY, 
THE 203"° 
AERIAL MAGE 
BATTALION |S 
RETURNING 


THOUGHT TRAL. 
THOUGHT TO CENTRAL 


THAT NIGHT 
TO BE...A 
RAID ON 
THE CITY? 
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Chapter 14 


The Saga of 


Tanya the Gvil 
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November 4, Unified Year 1925 
Regadonia Entente Alliance 
Defense Ministry 





















CONGRAT- PRO- 
ULATIONS, MOTED. 

COLONEL 
ANSON 






..OUR 
COUNTRY 
MUST BE 
AT ITS 
END. 
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+ HOW 
i}; DISAP- 
/ARl| POINTING. 












WHAT 
AWFUL 
LUCK TO 

HAVE BEEN 

ASK BORN INA 
ITS COUNTRY 

YOUTH THAT CAN 

TO DIE ONLY... 
FOR 


IT. 


COLONEL 
ANSON? 





++» THEN THE 
LEAST I CAN 
00 16 FULFILL 
MY DUTY AS 
BEST I CAN 
700. 


.- THEN THERE 
HAS TOBE AN 
ADULT, WHO 
WILL FALL 
BESIDE THEM 4 


HOW 
COULD 
I LET 
THEM DIE 
ALONE? 









IF THE YOUTH 
ARE GOING 
7O SACRIFICE 
THEMSELVES 
FOR THE 
FATHERLAND... 





I STAND 
STRONG /N 
MY RESOLVE 
7O SHARE THE 
FATE OF MY 
FATHERLAND, 
BUT... 


FINAL DAYS 
LITTLE BY 
LITTLE, LIKE AN 
HOURGLASS. 


FACING 


















AS LONG AS 
THE SEEDS — 
“ THE PEOPLE— 
|<: ARE SAVED...” 


Setetwe Me 






BUT /T WON'T 
ALL GOTO 
RUIN — THERE'S 
HOPE OF 
REBIRTH. 












I MUST 
HELP AS 
MANY 

I PEOPLE 
MUST ESCAPE AS 
BUY POSSIBLE. 
THAT 
TIME. 













THE GREATEST 
CAUSE TO WHICH 
A SOLDIER OF A 
FAILING NATION . 
CAN DEVOTE = 
HIMSELF. 07 


















++ SACRIFICE 
A SOLDIER 
SWORN TO 
PROTECT THE 
FATHERLAND 
CAN BE 
PROUD OF. 





.. TAKEN 
MY FAMILY 
AND FLED 

BEFORE 
ALL THIS. 





IT SHALL 


NEVER 
LET 
ANYONE 
DESTROY 
THEE!! 












I WASN'T & wey 
ABLE TO \\ - ' ji) COME TO 
FULFILL MY Kf) \ foe? THINK OF 








ROLE AS I AYN I, I WAS 
‘ean «© A CLITIPLL. f\ he \ QUITE THE 
FATHER... ( . \ ABSENT 
DAUGHTER I if \ ’ pore 
CHERISH, \ : 













+ BUT 
IM 
PROUD 
70 BEA 

SOLDIER. 










..-PROBABLY 
THOUGHT, WHY 
WOULD THE 
FATHERLAND DO 
SOMETHING SO 
RECKLESS? 





..-WHEN WE 

HAD TO OPEN 

HOSTILITIES 
WITH THE 





SENDING 


AN ARMY 
INTO DISPUTED 
TERRITORY 
IT BECAUSE OF 
SHOULD IDEOLOGIES 






HAVE AND DELUSIONS 
BEEN ABOUT THE WAY 
OBVIOUS THINGS OUGHT 
aD 70 BE... 


WHAT THE 
EMPIRE 
COULD DO 
IF IT FELT 
LIKE IT. 












SITUATION 
DEFINITELY 
HASN'T 


oy ee 
M9. en 
TEA Le 


COMPARED 
TO THAT, 
SM you coup 
ig 4 \ | SAY WE'RE 


OUT FAIRLY 
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Foreign Affairs Councilor Abensoll 
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THE 
PREVIOUS 
ADMINIS- 
TRATION'S 
ERRORS 
WEIGH 
HEAVY. 












REPUBLIC'S 
SURPRISE 


—HTVe| 
da THE 
am PRINCIPALITY 


FPG) OF DACIA'S 


DECLARATION 
WAS MUSIC TO 
OUR EARS 
AND GOT OUR 
HOPES UP... 






is 
. BUT 
WE'VE BEGUN 


COORDINATING 
WITH OUR 
ALLIES. 
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I } The war against 
; political the Empire started 
GC Poe’ bof WT rm when the Regadonia 
..it spurred the demonstration, | Ye SY ey AA Entente i 
Frangois Republic but... (ae ae violated the border. 
and Principality of a 
Dacia to participate 
out of national 
defense necessity. 
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+ Et. are SX 
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Ls 


heedlessness ts 
the cause of this Jelt the same 


ane “Your 


Each country 


catastrophe.” 

It was the worst 

... they were CA possible reaction, 
Jinally starting 
lo show signs of 
cooperating afler 
diplomacy had 
Jallen into chaos 
at the start of 

the war. 


way toward 
the Regadonia 
Entente 
Alliance. 








ULTIMATELY, 
THEY JUST 
WANT TO 


SECURE 
THEIR OWN 
NATIONAL 
DEFENSE. 


BUT 
I HEAR THE 
FRANGOIS 
REPUBLIC IS 
TAKING MAJOR 
LOSSES AND 
SPENDING A 
FORTUNE ON 
THE RHINE 
FRONT. 



































..BUT THE COUNCILOR 
' Se oe CAZOR, YOUR 
S WORRIED DOUBTS ARE 
ABOUT A REASONABLE 
REPEAT OF exe 
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you 
MEAN 
«THE THEY'RE 
EMPIRE WORRIED 
WILL = THAT IF 
TURN WE FALL 
ITS FULL ree 


THING TO oad 


ON 
HEAR... THEM? 
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ee ABEN- SN A BUT EVERYONE 
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ADDITION 
TO THE 
REPUBLIC 






cool T 

APPEARS THE 
COMMONWEALTH 
WILL SEND SOME 
DEGREE OF 
ASSISTANCE. 





BE 
CONSENSUS 
AMONG 
THE GREAT 
POWERS 


A REPEAT OF 
THE FRIENDLY 
TREATY OF 
LONDINIUM... 


PREVENT US 
FROM BEING 
COMPLETELY 
ANNIHILATED. 


y 
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WE 
MUSTN'T 
FORGET 
THAT WE 

WERE THE 
ONES WHO 
BROKE IT. 





AFTER 
ANALYZING 
THE DACIAN 
WAR, THE 

REPUBLIC 
TOLD US... 


ARE UNDER- 
PROTECTED.\ /1 








THE 
TREATY OF 
LONDINIUM 

WAS SIGNED 
TO PREVENT 

A WAR AMONG 
THE MAJOR 

POWERS. 















THE 
REPUBLIC AND 
COMMONWEALTH 
ARE OFFERING 
THE/R SUPPORT 
PARTIALLY AS AN 
INSULT 


I'M 
. ENVIOUS OF 
WE'RE COUNTRIES 


: 
ats THAT HAVE 


POWER TO 
GETTING BY 
WITH THIS SPARE. 
WEATHER 
AND TERRAIN. 


WOULD 
THAT 
WORK ON 
us TOO? 


APPARENTLY, 
IT'S A WOMAN 
OFFICER 
SHE'S WHO PLACED 
HEADING ELEVENTH IN 
UP A HER CLASS 
NEWLy AT THE WAR 
FORMED COLLEGE. 
UNIT 
DIRECTLY 
UNDER THE 
GENERAL 


TH 


) caw (CHATTER) 


BUT THE 
PENETRATING 
RAID THAT 
STRUCK 
.:THEY —-DACIA IN THE 
SAY ITWAS REAR... 
PERFORMED 
BY AERIAL 


OUR - COMPARE 
AGENT 
THE 
Roe WIE. 
EMPIRE 
TO WHAT 
WE'VE 
RECEIVED 
FROM THE 
FRANCOIS 
_ REPUBLIC 





SHE'S 
RECEIVED 
MULTIPLE 


IN THE 
DECORATIONS 
FRANGOIS SUCH AS THE . A PIOUS 


REPUBLIC - 
’ a} SILVER WINGS GIRL OF 
estimatep HER "THE \ BADGE TEN YEARS 
TO HAVE DEVIL OF oy N AND THE DAYS OFF, OF AGE... 
THE RHINE.” . SHE GOES 
OVER AERIAL FIELD 10 CHURCH 
S-SEVENTY SERVICE AND PRAYS. 


HER RANK | \ BADGE. 
| 1S MAJOR. 


ZAWA 


' JUST SOME + 
IT'S A MIX 
OF INTEL eid 7 


CHILD? I 
aout |- DECEPTION. CAN'T EVEN 


DIFFERENT LAUGH AT 
THINGS? THAT, 

















THE MEN 





WE SHOULD 
BE READY 
FORA 












AN DON'T NEED 
SIMILAR RAID TO KNOW 
PROTECT te 






R REAR BY A MAGE 
oe BATTALION 


UN- ‘ 
VERIFIED |~ 
INFOR- 



















ONE OF 
THE MAJOR 


MATION | 
REASONS WILL ONLY 
DACIA LOST 
WAS ITS LACK 
ofmace || (AWM as \' 74 TT NX \~-K 


UNITS. 


THIS IS 
CONFIDENTIAL, 
BUT IF 


MONITORING 


THE THE 
ane MPIRE'S 
REPUBLICAN A ie 
FLEET IS NEEDED... 
READY TO 
DEPLOY. 


We'LL HAVE 
TO ASK 
THE OTHER 
POWERS TO 
INTERVENE. 





COMMONWEALTH 
SAYS THEY'RE 
ANXIOUS ABOUT 
AN IMPERIAL 
NAVAL ASSAULT. 


WE ONLY 
HAVE TWO 
CAPITAL 
SHIPS LEFT 
OURSELVES. 
















































THOUGHT THE 
PENETRATING 
RA/D ON 
THE DAC/AN 


pam) §=DOUBT THEY'VE 
ee) §=RECONF/RMED 


OUR 
USEFULNESS, 


S| CAPITAL AS 


PLANNED. 











CALLING MY 
BATTALION 
A FLOWERY 
NAME L/KE 
“FLYING 
SQUAD"!! 











YOU JUST GOT 
BACK FROM 
DACIA AND HAVE 
ALREADY SENT 
ME DOZENS OF 
COMPLAINTS... 


IN ORDER 
FOR THE 
BATTALION 
TO WORK 
MORE 
EFFICIENTLY, 
IT MUST 
REST AND 
PARTICIPATE 
IN JOINT 
TRAINING/ 





THE 
REASON I'M 
ASKING SO 
INSISTENTLY 
IS BECAUSE 


+ T FEEL 
LIKE YOU 
MIGHT : 
UNDERSTAND, 
COLONEL. + 


YOU'VE 
ALREADY 900 S 
ACHIEVED 
seine Se 
WANT TO YET YOU'RE 
SEND YOUTO _ STILL 
THE FRONT _TRYING TO 
LINES, BUT STRENGTHEN 
I CAN'T YOUR LUNIT!? 
OVERRULE YOU MANIAC! 
GENERAL ¢ 
STAFF 
ORDERS! 
















THAT 
WOULD 
++GIVEN THE MAKE 
EVALUATION SENSE... 
SHE RECEIVED 
IN WAR COLLEGE 
ABOUT CARING 
FOR HER MEN. 


I'M 
NOT THE 
ONE WHO 

DECIDES 


YOUR 
CONSCIENCE 
DONT CAN'T TAKE 
HOLD yoUR THE THOUGHT 
GROUND, OF SENDING A 
COLONEL pape oe 
LERGEW!!! CAN /T/? 





+e THAT I AGREE 
~~ &) On IT WOULDN'T TE 
see THOUGHT = - BE A BAD IDEA 
; TO LET YOUR 

YOU WANTED / 

f BATTALION 
TO BE ON THE : | eay tie 
FRONT LINES. 


‘enilinve 
THAT GIVING 
a eee 

vee | 
Seep tee 
ment 
atetsany 
10 USE THEM 
EFFECTIVELY! | 
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SURE YOU 
UNDERSTAND 
THE STRATEGIC 
INTENTIONS 
HERE. 


GIVEN 
S/X MONTHS, 

I FIGURED 
NORDEN WOULD 
BE OVER WITH, 

AND I WOULDN'T 


»- YOU SAID 
YOU WERE 
GLAD TO 
BE ABLE TO 
CONDUCT A 
LIVE-FIRE 
EXERCISE IN 
DACIA. 


BUT 
WE'VE 
GOT TO 
CLEAN 
“Up THe UP THE 
REGADONIA MESS IN 
ENTENTE NORDEN. 
ALLIANCE 
IS OUR 
HIGHEST 
PRIORITY. 


REST 
AND JOINT 


TRAINING TO 
FIX THE LACK 
- OF DISCIPLINE 
F THAT EMERGES 
DURING THAT 


TRAINING...? 
ACCORDING 
TO GENERAL 
ZETTOUR... 





EMPIRE 
MUST JUST 
BE THIS 
STRAPPED 
FOR 
FIGHTING 
POWER. 


WASN'T 


THOUGH I'M 
NOT THE KIND 


OF PERSON WHO 


IINH/S 
POSITION 
IN MY 


WOULD PUSH VOL 
HIM ONTO THE aia fo - 
TRAIN TRACKS, 


eee 


UNDERSTOOD, 
COLONEL VON 
LERGEN. 


COLONEL 
/S HAVING 
A HARD 
7/ME TOO. 


D0 THIS 
HAPPEN 
1? 


CERTAINLY, 
HASSLING 
COLONEL 
LERGEN /S 
MEANINGLESS. 





sIN THIS 
WORLD WHERE 


THE WORLD 
WAR YOU SO 
DESIRED /S 


YOU'LL 
PROBABLY 
RACK UP 
EVEN MORE 
ACHIEVEMENTS 
WITH THAT 
SMILE ON 
YOUR FACE... 


BECOMING A 
REALITY. 





AND WITH 


THAT, ABOUT 
A YEAR AND A 
HALF AFTER 
THE WAR 
STARTED... 









+ WHITE 
SILVER WAS 
HEADED BACK 
7O NORDEN. 
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An Interview with ie 
Aoi Yuki 

the voice of Tanya in The Saga of Tanya 
the Evil anime 






a on 


We interviewed Aoi Yuki, the actress who plays Tanya in The Saga of Tanya 
the Evil anime that began broadcasting in January of 2017! 

Check out her stories from the recording, insightful observations, and 

_ girlish take on the characters exclusively found on these pages! 


© Carlo Zen and Kadokawa / The Saga of Tanya the Evil Production Committee 


Aoi Yuki 

Entered the world of showbiz at age four, starting off with children’s roles in movies 
and TV dramas. In 2003, she debuted as a voice actress and has played many leading 
characters since then. 

She is the recipient of numerous awards, including the Newtype x Machi Asobi Anime 
Award 2011 for best voice actress in a leading role and the same achievement during the 
sixth Seiyu Awards. 


*Caution: This interview contains spoilers from episodes |—12 of the anime. 


She Knew Right Away This Series Was Different 


First, what was your initial impression of The Saga of Tanya the Evil? 

Yaki; I first came across it when I was going through the audition materials. After seeing the impact of the title 
and the compilation of ‘Tanya’s facial expressions, I got the feeling it was going to be one of those surreal series, 
There were five shots of Tanya’s cute face, but the one on the bottom right looked borderline insane, so I thought, 
I bet they’re going to pick a person who can make that face. 1 also really wanted to do it myself! Plus, the title felt like this 
grand bluff, or a trick—like it was filtering out the series’ fan base, and I liked that they were taking that risk. 

What was in the audition script? 

Yuki: The audition lines were the last bonus part of 
episode 2, the part where she’s giving the warning to Dacia, 
and the end of episode 11, when she demands permission 
to attack Brest Naval Base—all really different emotions. 
But honestly, none of them seemed that “little girlie” to me. 
At the time, I didn’t know she had a salaryman inside her, 
but when I saw that the lines for the Dacian warning were 
all written in hiragana, I understood that she was someone 
who was smart enough to use her status to her advantage. % 3 lines for 

What was the audition like? See * the role 

Yaki; I remember being told to make her more like a . 
soldier. It hit me then that I could make her sound like a 
boy or more androgynous. When I said to Hayami-chan, A _ There were three different scenes to perform: episode 2, 

where Tanya reluctantly acts cute, episode 11, where in a tense 
*Hayami: Saori Hayami, the voice actress who plays Visha. atmosphere, she pleads for permission to sortie, and the infamous 


She’s known for playing Ikaros in Heaven's Lost Property scene from episode 5 when she cranks up the innocence in her voice 
wey to declare war in a way that catches the enemy off guard. 
among other roles. 
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J “Hey we're in The Saga of Tanya the Evil together!” she 
: was like, “Oh god, now you're really a middle-aged 
dude!” I’ve played a lot of small, strong, middle-aged- ce 4 ¥ 
| dude-like girls before, but this was the first time I’ve I bet they re § ons 
actually played a middle-aged dude, so I was really to pick a person who 
happy (laughs). 9 
Did you find anything about yourself can make that face. 
changing as you performed the role of Tanya? 
Yuki: I really get into my roles, so I ended up doing 
a lot of self-analysis. ‘Tanya's smart, so she comes up with a list of how the other person might react to what she 
says instantly. Then she goes, Well, this is the most likely one, and constructs an appropriate response from the start... 
She does this all in her head but explains it as a monologue, so I performed it as if I were her and eventually 
learned how to do it, too. Doing that really helped me organize my emotions. I also felt as if I was learning a lot 
from watching her go through her own mistakes first—she really feels like a big sister to me. I should say, “Thank 
you!” to her (laughs). I think she’s been a big influence on me. 
I love older guys! How Aoi Yuki Performs Tanya 
On the official radio show, you said the shipping possibilities for Tanya are endless because she 
can be used as either a man or a woman. That made sense to me. 
Yaki; I really believe that. Tanya seriously has infinite possibilities. You can pair her with anyone. I love older 
men and little girls to begin with, so a world made up of nothing but the two is the best. But since she’s actually 
a guy on the inside, and a middle-aged one at that, instead of a boy, you get the ideal man. But you also have 
a big-sister-little-sister yuri vibe going with her and Visha, but even that pair is technically a middle-aged-guy- 
beautiful-girl couple. It’s awesome! No matter how you ship her, it’ll be gorgeous and tasty! 
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I think many women will understand, but for a lot of guys, it’s probably like, “Wait, a middle-aged guy? Nope, 


’ that’s a bit too much for me,” which is too bad. 


. 


~ 


I’m pretty depraved, so I totally get you. 

Yaki:; Oh, good! I’m glad. Gotta accept all directions. I’m the kind of person who likes all ships equally, so 
that makes me really happy. 

Is there anything you pay attention to when acting to distinguish a middle-aged-man-like girl 
from an actual middle-aged man? 

Yuki: The former might have the mannerisms of an older dude, but at the core, they’re girls. Tanya is a man 
at the core. Or rather, she is only male on the inside. A more experienced voice actress told me before to think 
of the difference between playing boys versus girls as getting mad in their heads versus their stomachs. ‘Tanya’s 
rage comes from her stomach, and she’s really logical. Girls tend to get emotionally mad, but she gets angry in a 
very reasonable way and seems like she would have a hard time acting purely on emotion. In that sense, because 
her thinking is so logical, she struggles to keep up with the emotional arguments around her and has constant 
miscommunication issues. I feel like that is very salaryman-like. 

So creating the role was less about how you produced the voice and more about getting the 
flow of emotions down? 

Yuki: Right. She looks like an adorable little girl, so 1 wanted to make her voice one that could come from 
that frame. And since people react to her like, “A kid’s making a declaration of war?” I couldn’t go too boyish 
because then people might not realize she’s a child. So there were those physical aspects to balance out, but I 
also like to go hard on the pitch and shape of the voice and only touch a bit on the psychological or emotional 
aspect—I separate them out by feel. 


The Philosophy of The Saga of Tanya the Evil via Performing Tanya 


After carefully constructing the character and recording twelve episodes, has your impression 
of her changed? 

Yuki: In the beginning, she was sending her subordinates to a pillbox (laughs), so I can’t really say much, but I 
think she ended up more affectionate than I expected. She takes good care of her battalion because she thinks of 
them as her shields, but even though she’s egotistical, she doesn’t go as far as cause trouble for other people. Plus, 
I do think she changes over time. She’s not the type to act based on her emotions; she only acts based on how 
things affect her. So while you’d think that she’d only act for her own gain, she actually ends up protecting other 
people’s interests as well. That's why I felt like she was a pretty good boss by the end. 

Were there scenes that stumped you while you were acting them? 

Yaki: It kind of connects to what we were just talking about, but any time human emotions showed up was 
difficult. The time I felt that the most was in episode 8, which took place in Arene. Her paper gets adopted, and 
she has to carry out an invasion (basically a massacre), but the director told me, “Once she’s actually there, make 
her sound scared.” There are also a lot of scenes where she gets upset about orders from above and is like, “What? 
We're really doing this?” and tries to indirectly lead them to her way of thinking, When I asked, “Why does she 
beat around the bush like that?” the director told me something like, “When it’s decided that she actually has to 
carry out this mission, she realizes she needs some courage, so she’s doing it to hide the fact that she’s hesitating.” 
After hearing that, I thought, Oh, J see, so it’s not as if she’s totally egotistical with zero human emotions. The truth is that 
she didn’t want to fight but ended up in a bad situation. I kept that in mind as I did the scene. 

That balance of being egotistical but not totally uncaring about other people seems to be a very 
contemporary type of character. Can you relate to those kinds of people? 

Yaki: I feel like if I could live that way, I’d be a model member of society. If you take work out of the equation, 
it’s not the correct answer, but in society, I can see how this would be the best. I can’t be that profit driven or make 
such levelheaded decisions, but as a working member of society, there are things about that mind-set I admire, 
and because I can understand it, there are lots of times when I want to help her. For example, if I wrote a paper— 
well, I could never do that, but (laughs)—if I wrote one that could result in huge casualties and am forced to face 
the reality of it, I don’t think I would be able to go on the battlefield. I think the fact that she can prioritize her 
duty as a soldier and make that decision is amazing, but at the same time, I feel like there is a line that shouldn't 

be crossed. That conflict is what I think makes the series 
. . somewhat philosophical. 
oF think tt portrays Oh, so you don’t think the series is denying one’s 
° but just saying that there is a line? 
selfishness ma very oils Yes. I thinkit portrays selfishness in a very ironic 
y ., 32 way. It doesn’t deny the ego, but it says that within that 
trontc way : strength is a weakness. That’s the impression I got. 
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qualities you can identify with 


In the anime of Overlord, which is 
serialized in Comp Ace like The Saga of 
Tanya the Evil, Yaki plays Clementine. 
That’s another crazy character, but 

Runs entirely on reason apparently the two of them are different 
even at the most basic level. ‘This is how 
she described them to us. 


The dam breaks when she gets 
pushed past her limits. 


Like an animal. Even she pen 
really know what she’s saying. 
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AY 77 pe Afler she 


Kills you she'd eat you. A smart dog who can stay 
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Looking Back on Memorable Scenes 


What scenes were fun to work on? 

Yuki: The exchanges with Schugel. I've never gotten to argue so much with Tobita-san. No matter what I say, 
the next volley comes right back. I really look up to him! Talking with Zettour was fun, too; with Otsuka-san, things 
always went according to plan. The tempo of his speech, his intonation—all the factors made Tanya’s next lines 
come naturally. The situation was such that all I could do was jump with a “Yes, sir” and obey, Usually Otsuka-san 
is so friendly and funny, but as we stood near the mics together in that room, the pressure he was putting me under 
brought my acting out naturally, without me even realizing. I thought, Wow, he’s amazing! He makes an atmosphere 
where the less experienced actors don’t even realize he’s drawing out their performances. He’s just so awesome. 

So what scene was most memorable for you? 

Yuki: The scene at the end of episode 12 where she curses Being X right in front of her battalion! That was 
super memorable. She gets real ugly in episode 2 also. She’s broken from the time in her first real battle where 
she fights Anson and basically snaps, like, “Fine, I'll do it,” I think. From there until the end, she’s surprisingly 
rational, so things don’t really set her off, but that part is so memorable that people call her a psychopath. I don’t 
think that’s the case, though—it’s just what happens when a rational person gets cornered. I thought it was really 
cool that the pressure finally caused her to revolt in that scene at the end of episode 12. 

How about a scene that you’re not in? 

Yuki: It’s so clever that the show both starts and ends with that line, “She’s a monster in little girl’s clothing.” 
I watched it thinking how great the person in charge of series composition was. 


A Recording Studio with the Air of a Battlefield?! 


What was it like in the recording studio? 
Yuki: There were all generations of actors from the mega-experienced to people who started around the time 
I did to newer people, so it was a little nerve-racking, Usually the lead is the only one every other person acts 
with, so in that sense, I thought it would be good if I could keep things fun. But with this series being what it is, | 
the majority of the time I interacted with someone was when I was killing them (laughs), so I thought it might | 
be bad to get too emotional or friendly. We'd say stuff like, “Let’s fight for our lives.” Horiuchi once asked me, / 
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“When do you kill me?” so I said, “Uhh, let’s see. First, I 
stabbed you, but you didn’t die, so I tried to get away, but 
you grabbed my arm and shot me in the shoulder. Then 
after that, I made you into Swiss cheese with a machine gun 
(laughs)...but then I self-destructed? So I guess you died on 
your own.” And then he replied with, “I guess so.” We had 
conversations like that. I've worked with Horiuchi before, 
so I was able to get along with my enemy, but overall, the 
atmosphere during recording was like a battlefield (laughs). 

There were lots of big names, too. Did that make 
it harder? 

Yuki: To me it felt very military, which was great in 
getting me closer to Tanya’s headspace, but having actors I 
really admired watching me work from the back put me on 
the spot. It made me feel like they could think well of me if 
I performed well or leave me behind if I sucked. 


It’s probably hard to pick, but who’s your favorite character? 
Yuki: In the audio commentary extra that comes with the anime, Hayami-chan and I talk about which of 


adh 
tow 
*Tobita: Nobuo Tobita, the voice actor who played 
\ Schugel. He’s known for playing Kamille in Mobile 
Suit Zeta Gundam and Maruo-kun in Chibi Maruko- 
chan. 
*Otsuka: Houchu Otsuka, the voice actor who 
played Zettour. He’s done a wide variety of work 
including the narration for Shinso Hodo Bankisha! and 
the dub voice of Aragorn in Lord of the Rings. 
*Horiuchi: Kenyuu Horiuchi, the voice actor who 
played Anson. He’s done a wide variety of work 
including the role of Mashymre in Mobile Suit 
Gundam ZX, Raiden in the Metal Gear Solid series, and 
the dub voice of Brad Pitt. 
All three of these men are veterans with over thirty 
years of experience in the industry. 
the middle-aged guys we'd like to marry (laughs). And as you might expect, Zettour is a popular choice. We were 
both like, “He’s so cool!” and going back and forth on whether or not Lergen would be a good pick. At first we 
were like, “If you put his socks in the washing machine inside out, he’d probably scold you” (laughs), but then 
were like, “Actually, he might just do it for you,” and came to an agreement. We had that girl talk and decided in 
the end that being with Rudersdorf would be the best. 

Huh? That seems like an offbeat choice... 

Yuki; Well, for instance, if you made some awful food and thought, Crap/ but served it anyhow, he seems 
like he would eat it and be like, “Yum!” Then you’d be like, Wow, J’m so lucky! Like if you bought a bento at the 
convenience store and arranged it neatly ona 
n plate, he’d probably be like, “Man, your home- 
\ | Y cooking really is tasty!” and you’d be like, Phew, 
he didn’t notice. At \east, it seems like that’s how 
it would play out. 

By the way, which volume of the 
anime can you find this on? 

Yuki: It’s included with Volume 1. 

Why was Zettour so overwhelmingly 
popular? 

Yuki: We were thinking maybe girls are 
happiest when guys run things. We talked 
about how getting things rolling without 
making it obvious that you are the one doing 
so is such a skill. 

I totally get what you mean. There 
aren’t many guys who can do that. 

Yuki: There’s no one who can do it like he can. For example, even if he cheated on you, he’d make sure you'd 
never found out, so we were saying how it wouldn’t even be a crime anymore. 

You’re fine being fooled!? 

Yuki: Yeah! As long as he fools me with 
skill, it’s no problem. Don’t you think you'd 
find out if Lergen were cheating on you? That 

would be so miserable (laughs). Also, I’m not 
sure if you can count her as a guy or not, but 
Tanya would probably make a nice husband. 
Since she knows that if she doesn’t at least 
pretend she cares about her wife, it will look 
bad, you may not know if she loves you, but 
’ you'll definitely be treated right. Once you get 
Si 


Wh 


Number one marriage 
material—the famous 
staffer Zettour 





& The scholarly, taciturn older man, Zettour. His oe to get former 
businessman Tapia to do what he wants makes him excellent life partner material!? 


If you were transported to the world of 
The Saga of Tanya the Evil...? 


I don’t want to go to war, 
so...Ill be Captain Uger’s 
daughter! 
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O to the point where you can say, “My husband is so 

; obsessed with appearances, it’s adorable!” you’re 
doing pretty good, I think. 

If you got trapped by Being X and 
transported to the world of The Saga of 
Tanya the Evil, who would you want to be? 

Yuki: Well, for starters, | wouldn’t want to be 
Tanya. I don’t want to go to war, so...who would — } 
be good? Oh, Captain Uger! (laughs). 

(Laughs) Living happily with your ho ts the happiest 
newborn baby. character in the series? 

Yuki: Oh, Pll be Captain Uger’s daughter! He , 
would take good care of me, and he wouldn’tdie A Tanya, with her skillfully crafted words, forces an unsuspecting Captain 
since he works for the Railroad Department, but —_Uger aff the ranks to a safe life away from the war. Now he’s probably off 
eee miner veatter he'd ye making he mnoht somewhere peacefully living with his wife and daughter. 
money of anyone at the time (laughs). Yep, Captain Uger’s daughter, I think. 

Definitely didn’t see that coming! 

Impressions of the Manga as a Fan 

Tojo-sensei told me to make sure to tell you, ““Your awesome portrayal of Tanya really helped 
cement the character in my mind. Thanks to that, I am able to do my best on the manga.” 

Yuki; Wow, thank you. I’m so happy! Yay! 

You told me you read the manga, too, right? 

Yuki: Yes. I thought it would be handy to have for reference, so when I found out there was a Kindle version, 
I downloaded it right away. 

Thanks. What’s your impression of the manga? 

Yuki: Tanya is more of bishdjé than in the anime—she’s really cute. She also seems more like a saint in the 
manga, like, the parts where she is portrayed as a servant of God are really memorable. In the anime, she was 
more like a monster, The manga also follows the novels really closely. The strategy, in particular, is made easy to 
understand, and reading it in parallel with the anime script expanded the world for me. Plus, the end of Volume 
3 was such a surprise! It suddenly jumps decades into the future! I had no idea that was coming, 

It changes the order of the novels—a composition style you don’t see very often. You’re good at 
drawing, so what do you think about the art? 

Yuki: No, no (laughs). The lines are delicate but still have a lot of energy. I think it’s hard to maintain thin lines 
and have them be dynamic. It’s a unique style, and the most impressive part is how the style changes completely 
depending on the scene. The way Tanya’s different expressions are drawn, too—the design contains the terror of a 
crumbling little girl. It’s precisely because she’s so beautiful that she’s so scary when she snaps, which is a style I like. 

That’s the sort of comment I’d expect from someone who really knows how to draw. I want to 
tell Tojo-sensei, who couldn’t be here today. 

Yuki: I’m really a fan, so please pass it on. I’m rooting for you! And I read your tweets (laughs). 

Finally, I think there might be some people interested in watching the anime after reading this 
interview with you, so if we could have a message for our readers. 

Yuki: If you know the manga, I think you'll enjoy the anime even more, so I hope you have fun watching Tanya 
move! The manga already portrays Tanya’s many expressions extremely well, as if she has a voice, so | hope you 
can get used to my voice as Tanya. If while you're reading the manga, the anime becomes a reason for you to love 
her even more, that would be great. Please try at least through episode 2 of the anime......(laughs), Then you'll 
be able to experience lots of different sides of Tanya, and I think you'll see how cute she is. If you keep watching 
through episode 3, I’m sure you'll get hooked! 
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